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The Unleashed Power of Stutters
I grew up with a speech impediment. This made me have to feel uneasy while talking to others most of the time. What worsened the situation is the fact that my friends and siblings used to pick on me. Thus, I thought that my friends and siblings negatively saw me. They saw me in such a way that maybe I could not communicate as effectively as they were due to my dissiliency (pg 85). Back at school, I felt like I did not belong to that place. When school time came, I was not happy at all to attend class. Many students do not give their stammering counterparts to finish a sentence on their own. In most cases, the other learners could pick on me when I got stuck to finish a sentence. I was not happy about this, although I did show the way I felt. But, I knew that I was not okay with that. This affected my reading, writing and public speaking abilities. 
However, as time went, I came to realize that stutterers had hidden strengths. I gained skills in mathematics and some other related subjects that boosted my confidence. This made me start believing in me (pg 229). I found out that apart from stammering, I had a lot of potential in me. This kind of perception started to shape my future as a great student since I looked forward to excelling in all subjects. The rest of the students began to respect me since they noted that I had some potential in me that most of them lacked. They could even now trust me with coaching some of them when there was no teacher to lead a discussion. From the conversation that we held in class, I started to gain confidence with public speaking slowly. I kept on pressing on and volunteering to lead the discussion so that I could perfect my public speaking skills.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I became a good leader with time. I had amassed the kind of confidence that allowed me to address any public gathering as though I was not a stutterer. At some point in life, I came to realize that stammering goes hand in hand with having a great sense of empathy with others. Stammers are hypersensitive to others – they, in most cases, get concerned with the perception of others towards them. Thus, I became able to get attuned to what the rest were thinking and feeling (pg 261). This is a vital thing that leaders ought to have so that they can be effective in leading others. I also developed strong language skills. This could be attributed to the fact that I plan words and sentences in my head before speaking. 
